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ADAM LANGENBERG
POLITICAL REPORTER

NEW infrastructure in-
vestment is urgently need-
ed to avoid almost 10,000
construction jobs being
lost in South Australia
over the next three years, a
report to be publicly re-
leased today warns.

Both major political
parties are being urged to
direct election spending
towards the sector to help
prevent the massive jobs
blow, including projects on
the lengthy wishlist the
State Government sent to
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we'll lose 10,000 jobs unless
both parties promise to...
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Infrastructure  Australia
this month.

The BIS Oxford Eco-
nomics report forecasts a
14 per cent drop in the
value of con-
struction work S
by 2020, also £
prompting a &§
call for the state
and federal gov-
ernments to
work  to-
gether
and de-
liver “a
blueprint for
the future”.
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Civil Contractors Feder-
ation chief executive Phil Su-
therland said the report - to be
launched at today’s Big Infra-
structure Debate — was “alarm-
ing and a reality check” for the
major political parties.

“The solutions are there. All
that is required is the political
will and courage to adopt the
strategies outlined in the re-
port,” Mr Sutherland said.

“Time is of the essence. Ac-
tion is required now to miti-
gate against the economic
train wreck that is looming.”

The BIS report said the con-
clusion of several major infra-
structure projects, combined
with “weak population

growth”, the Holden closure,
and falling public investment,
meant there was “no better
time to have an open and trans-

parent discussion” about SA’s
long-term economic future.

The NBN rollout and sub-
stantial road and rail works —
including the Torrens-to-Tor-
rens and the O-Bahn exten-
sion - are among major
projects soon set to be com-
pleted, intensifying pressure
on the SA economy.

The report forecasts that
construction work will fall
from its current peak of $10.3
billion in the 2017-18 financial
year, to $85 billion by 2020-21.

It calls on the State Govern-
ment to establish an indepen-
dent infrastructure agency to
review infrastructure projects,
in the same vein as the Federal
Government’s  Infrastructure
Australia.

It comes as the State Gov-
ernment promised $40 million
towards upgrading Port Au-
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gusta’s Joy Baluch AM bridge,
while the Liberals announced a
plan to break up lucrative gov-
ernment contracts into “bite-
size tenders to maximise work
won by SA firms.

The Opposition’s  plan
would also require at least one
South Australian business to
be involved in each tender pro-
cess and move to make the
tender process “quicker and
easier” for businesses.

State Transport = Minister
Stephen Mullighan said the
much-needed bridge dupli-

~ cation was now in the hands of

the Federal Government, and
would be completed as soon as
Federal Infrastructure Minis-
ter Paul Fletcher tipped in $160
million.

The report also recom-
mended urgent investment in
public infrastructure after SA

was largely ignored in this
year’s Federal Budget, as well
as the development of a long-
term infrastructure plan.

The warning came as SA’s
unemployment rate remained
steady at 5.8 per cent on sea-
sonally adjusted terms.

State Employment Minister
Kyam Maher said the result,
combined with a 0.2 per cent
drop in trend terms, was better
than expected in the immedi-
ate wake of the Holden closure.

Economists did not expect
the Holden job losses to appear
in the Australian Bureau of
Statistics unemployment fig-
ures for another month. But
Mr Maher said most of the au-
tomotive sector job losses had
“already washed through”.

“There is no doubt the effect
of the slowdown in the auto in-
dustry will have further effects

and there will be further.
ple looking for jobs,” :
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Australia two weeks ago, w
includes the Joy Baluch |
duplication, new P2

grades, and an extensi
Seaford train line.

words between the
Government and





image3.jpg
- Editorial - page 28
Let's get moving

IN just four months, South
Australians will go to the
polls to decide who will gov-
ern the state for the next
four years.

This gives those who seek
to lead us sufficient time to
spell out their plans to build
the state.

This is an urgent chal-
lenge, given a BIS Oxford
Economics report forecasts a
14 per cent decrease in con-
struction work by 2020, po-
tentially triggering the loss
of almost 10,000 jobs.

Labor, which has been in
power since 2002, can point
to major infrastructure in-
vestments, notably Adelaide

Oval and the new Royal Ad-

Responsibility for all editorial comment is ta!(en by
The Editor, Matt Deighton, 31 Waymouth St, Adelaide, SA 5000

elaide Hospital. The Liberal
Opposition’s 2036 blueprint
vaguely declares SA “has the
potential to create more jobs
and economic gains with
productive infrastructure in
place across the state”. To be
fair, it does suggest the re-
sources industry should be a

beneficiary. ‘

Another critical project
that urgently needs renewed
impetus is the $9.3 billion
plan to make South Rd a
78km non-stop corridor by
2025, from Gawler to Old
Noarlunga.

Productive infrastructure
generates income, creates
jobs and makes the state run
smoothly. Let’s get moving.
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